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Service for 27th September 2020 – Changing the status quo 
Prepared by Rev’d Arthur Cowburn 
 

Call to Worship 

The psalmist wrote: 

‘Show me your ways, O Lord, 

and teach me your paths. 

Lead me in your truth and teach me.’ 

Let us also seek the way and the truth of God. 

StF 357 – Jesus – the name high over all 

Jesus – the name high over all, 

In hell, or earth, or sky! 

Angels revere, and nations fall, 

And devils fear and fly. 

 

Jesus – the name to sinners dear, 

The name to sinners given! 

It scatters all their guilty fear, 

It turns their hell to heaven. 
 

Jesus – the prisoner’s fetter breaks, 

And bruises Satan’s head; 

Power into strengthless souls it speaks, 

And life into the dead. 
 

O that the world might taste and see 

The riches of his grace! 

The arms of love that compass me 

Would all the world embrace. 
 

 

 

His only righteousness I show, 

His saving grace proclaim; 

‘tis all my business here below 

To cry: “Behold the Lamb!” 

 

Happy if with my latest breath 

I might but gasp his name; 

Preach him to all, and cry in death: 

“Behold, behold the Lamb!” 

 

Charles Wesley (1707-88) 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 

We’re grateful, Lord God, that you love us and care for us, 

that Jesus lived and died for us. 

We’re grateful that you are interested in us, 

even us with all our faults and failings. 

Thank you for sharing our lives, 

for being within our hopes and dreams. 

Thank you for giving us purpose and meaning. 

Thank you for showing us how to live a life of goodness and truth, a life of caring 

and sharing. 

Thank you for your generosity and abundance 

even if we fail to see it. 

Thank you, God, for being you 

and thank you for making us the people we are. 

Amen. 
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Philippians 2: 1-13 

 

2 Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any 

comfort from his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and 

compassion, 2 then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same 

love, being one in spirit and of one mind. 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or 

vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 4 not looking to 

your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others. 
5 In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 
6 Who, being in very nature[a] God, 

    did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; 
7 rather, he made himself nothing 

    by taking the very nature[b] of a servant, 

    being made in human likeness. 
8 And being found in appearance as a man, 

    he humbled himself 

    by becoming obedient to death— 

        even death on a cross! 
9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 

    and gave him the name that is above every name, 
10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 

    in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

    to the glory of God the Father. 
12 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—not only in my 

presence, but now much more in my absence—continue to work out your 

salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you to will and to 

act in order to fulfil his good purpose. 

 

 

 

 

 

Matthew 21: 23-32 

 
23 Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was teaching, the chief priests 

and the elders of the people came to him. “By what authority are you doing these 

things?” they asked. “And who gave you this authority?” 
24 Jesus replied, “I will also ask you one question. If you answer me, I will tell you 

by what authority I am doing these things. 25 John’s baptism—where did it come 

from? Was it from heaven, or of human origin?” 

They discussed it among themselves and said, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will 

ask, ‘Then why didn’t you believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘Of human origin’—we 

are afraid of the people, for they all hold that John was a prophet.” 
27 So they answered Jesus, “We don’t know.” 

Then he said, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 
28 “What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first 

and said, ‘Son, go and work today in the vineyard.’ 
29 “‘I will not,’ he answered, but later he changed his mind and went. 
30 “Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, ‘I 

will, sir,’ but he did not go. 
31 “Which of the two did what his father wanted?” 

“The first,” they answered. 

Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are 

entering the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you to show you 

the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and 

the prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you did not repent and believe 

him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Phillipians+2%3A+1-13&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29398a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Phillipians+2%3A+1-13&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29399b
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Sermon 

 

Some of you will be old enough to remember the “Class System” sketch involving 

John Cleese and the Two Ronnies about who looked up to who and who looked 

down with Ronnie Corbett always having the last line, ”I know my place. Perhaps 

we don’t have the same ideas of class that existed when that was first broadcast 

although many of the other inequalities are still there. 

Status was all important in religious life at the time of Jesus as it was throughout 

the Roman empire and in both the above readings, we find a challenge to the 

status quo. Paul talks about Jesus humbling himself, taking the nature of a servant 

and being obedient to death on a cross. To the average Roman citizen this was 

absolutely unthinkable, that somebody should choose to humble themselves in 

that way and yet by being prepared to do that, Jesus is exalted to the highest 

place. In the Gospel reading, Jesus tells the elders and chief priests that tax 

collectors and prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God ahead of them. Again, 

something that would have been totally unacceptable to those who heard it. 

Imagine the shock if someone made a statement like that in the Vatican, 

Canterbury Cathedral or Methodist Church House today. 

Both readings ultimately tell the same story, that it’s about what we do rather 

than who we are that’s important. I think one of the greatest challenges facing 

the Church in the latter half of the 20th century and the beginning of the 21st has 

been its loss of position in society. Whilst there had been challenges to the role of 

the Church throughout its history, these had largely come from within and had 

usually ended with the splinter group becoming as respectable as the body it had 

split from. Suddenly the challenge came from outside and asked what the Church 

was doing in society today. For many parts of it, the sorry truth was that it had 

become an irrelevance, holding on to old ways of doing things and desperately 

trying to maintain suites of crumbling buildings. 

Now, we face a new challenge. We have been unable for much of this year to 

worship in our church buildings and to use them in the way to which we had 

become accustomed. We have become a church in the virtual world of the 

internet, reaching people in ways that couldn’t have been dreamed of years ago, 

we have cared for people in a variety of different ways, physically and spiritually. 

But what happens next? If and when things settle down, do we just go back to our 

buildings or do we decide that they are no longer necessary? 

The answer will be different in different places. When I was working in Luton 

there were two churches planted on new housing estates. Both initially 

worshipped in community buildings and both eventually built their own premises. 

After a number of years, one church said it was the best thing they’d ever done 

because it enabled them to do new things in the community, the other said it had 

turned their focus away from the community and regretted ever having begun 

building. 

I believe that some churches will not reopen at the end of the pandemic deciding 

that they have fulfilled their purpose, but by doing that will release resources to 

be used elsewhere. Some will decide that their buildings are no longer necessary, 

but they can continue as a church in a new and exciting way. Others will look at 

new ways of using their buildings to better reach out to their local communities 

whilst some will just want to go back to doing what they’ve always done. There 

will be good reasons why these may be the right choices for individual churches. 

Paul tells the Philippians that they should do nothing out of selfish ambition but 

should, in humility, value others above themselves and look to the interests of 

others rather than themselves. He tells them to have the same attitude of mind 

that Jesus had which will potentially do nothing for their social aspirations and to 

work out their salvation with fear and trembling. We need to keep these things at 

the front of our minds as we decide on our way forward in the coming months if 

we are to truly serve God in our churches’ lives. All of this might mean that we 

have to make sacrifices in terms of what we like or the positions we hold. 

But then comes the crunch! “For it is God who works in you to will and to act in 

order to fulfil his good purpose,” Individually and collectively, our calling is to 

discern and to act upon God’s will in order that the world might know God’s 

presence and God’s love. 
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StF 504 May the Mind of Christ my Saviour 
 

May the mind of Christ my Saviour 

Live in me from day to day, 

By his love and power controlling 

All I do or say. 
 

May the word of God dwell richly 

In my heart from hour to hour, 

So that all may see I triumph 

Only through his power. 

 

May the peace of God my Father 

Rule my life in everything, 

That I may be calm to comfort 

Sick and sorrowing. 

 

May the love of Jesus fill me 

As the waters fill the sea; 

Him exalting, self forgetting – 

This is victory. 

 

May I run the race before me, 

Strong and brave to face the foe, 

Looking only unto Jesus 

As I onward go. 

 

Katie Barclay Wilkinson (1859-1928) 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

 

Let us pray for all those in need across our world 
 

For those who live under oppressive and restrictive regimes 

For those who suffer because of their faith, gender, colour, or sexual orientation 

For those caught up in modern day slavery. 

Grant them your freedom 
 

For Governments across our world faced with difficult decisions 

For those who struggle for freedom and for peace 

For those working to preserve the environment 

Grant them your wisdom 
 

For all affected by the current pandemic 

For those still struggling with the effects of covid 19 

For those who have lost loved ones 

For those worried about going out into the community 

For those facing problems related to housing, employment, and debt 

Grant them your peace 

 

For the Church 

For those seeking new ways to present the gospel 

For those who keep the buildings safe 

For those mourning the loss of a place of worship 

For those providing love to their local communities 

Grant them your strength 

 

For those we know and love 

For those who are sick 

For those who are lonely 

For those who are bereaved 

Grant them your healing 

 

For ourselves as we seek to work for you 

Grant us your presence now and always 

Amen 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
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StF 615 Let love be real 

 

Let love be real, in giving and receiving, 

Without the need to manage and to own; 

A haven free from posing and pretending, 

Where every weakness may be safely known. 

Give me your hand, along the desert pathway, 

Give me your love wherever we may go. 

As God loves us, so let us love each other; 

With no demands, just open hands and space to grow. 

 

Let love be real, not grasping or confining, 

That strange embrace that holds yet sets us free; 

That helps us face the risk of truly living, 

And makes us brave to be what we might be. 

Give me your strength when all my words are weakness; 

Give me your love in spite of all you know. 

As God loves us, so let us love each other; 

With no demands, just open hands and space to grow. 

 

Let love be real, with no manipulation, 

No secret wish to harness or control; 

Let us accept each other’s incompleteness, 

And share the joys of learning to be whole. 

Give me your hope through dreams and disappointments; 

Give me your trust when all my failings show. 

As God loves us, so let us love each other; 

With no demands, just open hands and space to grow. 

 

Michael Forster (1946-) 
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Blessing 

 

May the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

Be with us, now and for evermore. Amen 


