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In a moment of quiet, open your heart to God; 
God is close at hand –  
let his presence surround you; 
let his peace enfold you. 
Do not hide your fears and pain; 
do not hide behind a mask of convention –  
God knows you as you are, and wants you to be real with him. 
So come to him now in worship. 
 
 
Hymn StF 24  
Come, just as you are to worship 
Come, now is the time to give your heart. 
Come, just as you are to worship. 
Come, just as you are before your God. 
 
One day every tongue will confess you are God, 
one day every knee will bow. 
Still, the greatest treasure remains  
for those who gladly choose you now. 
 
Come, just as you are to worship 
Come, now is the time to give your heart. 
Come, just as you are to worship. 
Come, just as you are before your God. 
 
Brian Doerksen 
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Prayers of approach 
Creator God, we adore you for all that you are – source of love and life 
and goodness. 
Faithful God we praise you for what you have done – for your patience 
with your people, and your promise of salvation through Christ. 
Ever-present God, we thank you for dwelling with us – for the gift of the 
Holy Spirit to keep us close to you. 
 
We offer you our worship - yet our words and our actions do not agree 
We speak of loving and obeying you, then go our own way; we claim to 
love our neighbour, but live selfishly. Forgive us, loving Lord... In a 
moment of quiet, let us call to mind our own failings and confess them 
to God. 
 
God has promised to forgive all who truly turn back to him – so let us 
claim that forgiveness, and praise him for his love. 
 
Readings  
Genesis 17.1-7, 15-16 
When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to him and 
said, ‘I am God Almighty; walk before me faithfully and be 
blameless.  Then I will make my covenant between me and you and 
will greatly increase your numbers.’ 

 Abram fell face down, and God said to him,  ‘As for me, this is my 
covenant with you: you will be the father of many nations.  No longer 
will you be called Abram; your name will be Abraham, for I have made 
you a father of many nations.  I will make you very fruitful; I will make 
nations of you, and kings will come from you.  I will establish my 
covenant as an everlasting covenant between me and you and your 
descendants after you for the generations to come, to be your God and 
the God of your descendants after you.  The whole land of Canaan, 
where you now reside as a foreigner, I will give as an everlasting 
possession to you and your descendants after you; and I will be their 
God.’ 

 God also said to Abraham, ‘As for Sarai your wife, you are no longer to 
call her Sarai; her name will be Sarah.  I will bless her and will surely 
give you a son by her. I will bless her so that she will be the mother of 
nations; kings of peoples will come from her.’ 



 

 

Romans 4.13-25 
It was not through the law that Abraham and his offspring received the 
promise that he would be heir of the world, but through the 
righteousness that comes by faith.  For if those who depend on the law 
are heirs, faith means nothing and the promise is worthless, because 
the law brings wrath. And where there is no law there is no 
transgression. 

 Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and 
may be guaranteed to all Abraham’s offspring – not only to those who 
are of the law but also to those who have the faith of Abraham. He is 
the father of us all.  As it is written: ‘I have made you a father of many 
nations.’ He is our father in the sight of God, in whom he believed – the 
God who gives life to the dead and calls into being things that were 
not. 

 Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father 
of many nations, just as it had been said to him, ‘So shall your offspring 
be.’ Without weakening in his faith, he faced the fact that his body was 
as good as dead – since he was about a hundred years old – and that 
Sarah’s womb was also dead.  Yet he did not waver through unbelief 
regarding the promise of God, but was strengthened in his faith and 
gave glory to God, being fully persuaded that God had power to do 
what he had promised.  This is why ‘it was credited to him as 
righteousness.’  The words ‘it was credited to him’ were written not for 
him alone, but also for us, to whom God will credit righteousness – for 
us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead.  He 
was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our 
justification. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Hymn (tune StF 13) 
1 Sinews of hope hold creation together,  

we are created for life, not for death;  
love is our source and the end of our living, 
God's consummation beyond final breath. 
 

2 Here is our hope: nothing ill ever holds us,  
we will break free from the fears of this life;  
God will protect us, will love and enfold us,  
standing beside us in all the world's strife. 
 

3 Take hold of hope, of the grace of all being,  
praising the God-head for all that is past;  
trusting our God in this moment of living,  
God still surprising with love that will last. 

 
Andrew E Pratt (born 1948)  
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Sermon 
How hopeful are you, eleven months on from the beginning of this 
restricted life of ours? Does the news of increased vaccination and 
falling death-rates make you more confident that things may soon 
improve, or are you so used to hopes being raised and dashed that 
you simply grit your teeth and carry on?  
 
The fact is, we need hope to be able to carry on in difficult situations – 
but our hope depends on how much we trust whoever is making 
promises. And our past experiences with politicians or medical experts, 
and the hard realities of life, mean such trust is in short supply.  
 
But in any case this sort of hope is temporary; we have another hope, 
totally different because it is permanent and based on unshakeable 
trust – as the hymn-writer says, ‘All our hope on God is founded.’ We 
hope because we know that God is to be trusted. Our past experience 
of God’s goodness and faithfulness means we can trust him for the 
future. When he promises something, he will bring it to completion, 
perhaps not in the way or at the time we would like, but it will happen. 
And if we believe, and hold onto our hope, we will not be disappointed. 
 
 



 

 

That was Abraham’s experience; God’s promise seemed beyond 
belief, humanly impossible to achieve – but he held onto it, and saw its 
fulfilment eventually. Reflecting on that event, the writer of the Letter to 
the Hebrews comments ‘faith is being sure of what we hope for, and 
certain of what we do not see.’ [Heb.11.1] Thus Abraham’s hope – and 
ours – is not some vague optimism, but a confident expectation that 
the God who has been trustworthy in the past will deliver what he 
promises, because that is his nature.  
 
Let us use words from a modern hymn to reflect on that: 
 
 From the breaking of the dawn 
 to the setting of the sun, 
 I will stand on every promise of your word. 
 Words of power, strong to save, 
 that will never pass away; 
 I will stand on every promise of your word. 
 For your covenant is sure, 
 and on this I am secure: 
 I can stand on every promise of your word. 
 
But we have a hope which goes beyond that of Abraham – his was for 
this world only, for a child to continue his line: our hope transcends this 
present world. He believed that God could bring life where human 
experience said there could be none. We believe God’s promise that 
there is more to life than we might ever imagine. The basis of our trust 
and our hope is that God raised Jesus from death to life. As Paul says, 
if we believe in Jesus and his resurrection, we too will receive his new 
life; for God who has been faithful in the past will be faithful in the 
future.  
 
Not that this is easy to believe – the hard facts of life around us get in 
the way. Even the first disciples found it difficult; the two travellers to 
Emmaus, for instance, who ‘had hoped’ that Jesus was the promised 
Saviour, but had lost all hope when they saw him die. It was only when 
they recognised the risen Jesus that things changed and (like a twist of 
a kaleidoscope) a new picture emerged. And it is the same for us. 
‘Faith does not refuse to face reality, but looks beyond it to God and his 
promises’, wrote a Welsh theologian. 
 
 
 
 

Let our hope for the future as God intends it – for the resurrection life 
which changes everything for us now, and lasts for ever – underpin our 
hope in the present; and may the power of the Holy Spirit help to keep 
us faithful and confident as we try to live out our commitment to 
Christian love and service even within current limitations.  
 
For in Christ we have real hope – 
 Hope that lifts me from despair, 
 love that casts out every fear 
 as I stand on every promise of your word. 
 Not forsaken, not alone, 
 for the Comforter has come, 
 and I stand on every promise of your word. 
 Grace sufficient, grace for me, 
 grace for all who will believe. 
 We will stand on every promise of your word. 
 
(StF 156) Keith Getty & Stuart Townend  
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Prayers of intercession 
Let us bring to God situations and people for whom we are concerned 
today: 
- people trapped in war-zones who have lost hope for the future... 
- refugees and asylum-seekers, hoping against hope for new life... 
- communities ravaged by flood or drought who have little hope of a 
harvest.... 
- people afraid for their future in a time of pandemic.... 
- students whose hopes are under threat because of closed schools... 
- medical and care staff, exhausted but still hopeful that things will 
improve.... 
- churches and church members hoping to return to meeting together, 
but working to keep a presence in their communities.... 
- those who are sick or suffering, and for their families..... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
We sum up all our prayers in the words of the Lord’s Prayer, in a 
modern version: 
 Our Father in heaven, 
 May your holy name be honoured; 
 may your kingdom come; 
 may your will be done in earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us today the food we need. 
 Forgive us the wrongs we have done, 
 as we forgive the wrongs that others have done to us. 
 Do not bring us to hard testing, 
 but keep us safe from the Evil One. 
 For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours 
 Now and for ever, Amen. 
 
 
 
Hymn StF 455 
1 All my hope on God is founded; 
 he doth still my trust renew. 
 Me through change and chance he guideth, 
 only good and only true. 
 God unknown, 
 he alone 
 calls my heart to be his own. 
 
2 Human pride and earthly glory, 
 sword and crown betray his trust; 
 what with care and toil we fashion, 
 tower and temple, fall to dust. 
 But God's power, 
 hour by hour, 
 is my temple and my tower. 
 
3 God's great goodness aye endureth, 
 deep his wisdom passing thought; 
 splendour, light, and life attend him, 
 beauty springeth out of nought. 
 Evermore 
 from his store 
 new-born worlds rise and adore. 
 
 

 
 
 
4 Daily doth the almighty giver 
 bounteous gifts on us bestow; 
 his desire our soul delighteth, 
 pleasure leads us where we go. 
 Love doth stand 
 at his hand; 
 joy doth wait on his command. 
 
5 Still from earth to God eternal 
 sacrifice of praise be done, 
 high above all praises praising 
 for the gift of Christ his Son. 
 Christ doth call 
 one and all 
 ye who follow shall not fall. 
 
Joachim Neander (1650-1680) paraphrased Robert Bridges (1844-1930) 
 
Blessing 
On our homes and in our houses, 
may we know God’s blessing; 
in our lives and our actions, 
may we show the love of Christ Jesus; 
in our conversations and our relationships, 
may we speak as the Holy Spirit leads us. 
 
 
And may the blessing of God,  
Father, Son and Spirit,  
be with us and remain with us for ever. Amen  
 
 
 


