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StF 293 All heaven declares 

All heaven declares 

The glory of the risen Lord; 

Who can compare 

With the beauty of the Lord? 

Forever he will be 

The Lamb upon the throne; 

I gladly bow the knee, 

And worship him alone. 

 

I will proclaim 

The glory of the risen Lord, 

Who once was slain 

To reconcile us to God. 

Forever you will be 

The Lamb upon the throne; 

I gladly bow the knee, 

And worship you alone. 

 

Noel Richards (1955-) and Tricia Richards (1960-) 

© 1987 Thankyou Music CCLI 61615 
 

Prayer 
 

Loving God, 

The earth and the heavens declare your glory. 

We see your hand at work all around us. 

We feel your presence through the Holy Spirit. 

And even though we are sinners 

You forgive us through the love of Jesus 

Poured out upon the cross. 

Help us to live in the light of his resurrection glory 

And to praise you now and always, 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 John 1:1-2:2 

 

1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen 

with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched – this we 

proclaim concerning the Word of life. 2 The life appeared; we have seen it and 

testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father 

and has appeared to us. 3 We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so 

that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father 

and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 4 We write this to make our[a] joy complete. 

 
5 This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in 

him there is no darkness at all. 6 If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet 

walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live out the truth. 7 But if we walk in the 

light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of 

Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all[b] sin. 
8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If 

we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us 

from all unrighteousness. 10 If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to 

be a liar and his word is not in us. 

 

2 My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does 

sin, we have an advocate with the Father – Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 2 He is 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the 

whole world. 
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John 20: 19-29 

 
19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, 

with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among 

them and said, ‘Peace be with you!’ 20 After he said this, he showed them his 

hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 
21 Again Jesus said, ‘Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending 

you.’ 22 And with that he breathed on them and said, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If 

you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they 

are not forgiven.’ 

 
24 Now Thomas (also known as Didymus[a]), one of the Twelve, was not with the 

disciples when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the 

Lord!’ 

But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger 

where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.’ 
26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. 

Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and 

said, ‘Peace be with you!’ 27 Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; see my 

hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.’ 
28 Thomas said to him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ 
29 Then Jesus told him, ‘Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed 

are those who have not seen and yet have believed.’ 

 

Sermon 

 

For a number of months, I’ve been getting phone calls informing me of two 

things. Firstly, that money is going to be charged to my Amazon Prime account for 

various purchases and secondly, that my internet provider is about to disconnect 

me. I am supposed to press one to prevent these things happening, but I never 

do. Why? Because I Haven’t got an Amazon Prime account and I know that my 

internet provider wouldn’t contact me in this way. The phone calls are obviously 

fraudulent. 

But there are a number of other areas in life where it’s much more difficult to 

judge whether we’re being told the truth or not. The spread of the internet has 

made it much easier for stories to spread without verification and we have to 

decide whether what we’re reading is correct or whether we’re being given “fake 

news”. 

 

I suspect the apostle, Thomas, would have spent a great deal of time analysing 

every story in an attempt to work out whether he was being told the truth or not 

because it was clearly part of his nature not to believe the first thing he was told. 

We don’t know whether he was with the rest of the disciples when Mary 

Magdalene came back from the tomb to tell them that she had seen the Lord. 

Even if he was, it’s such an unlikely story that he has every right not to believe it. 

How many of us would believe somebody who told us that they’d just been 

talking to a friend whose funeral we’d been at a couple of days earlier? And it was 

a woman which I fervently hope wouldn’t make any difference now but did back 

then when a woman’s evidence wasn’t admissible in a court of law. But surely 

he’d believe the rest of his friends when they tell him that they’d seen Jesus too. 

We don’t know the date on which all this happened. Perhaps it was 1st April or it’s 

ancient equivalent and Thomas isn’t going to be caught out like that or perhaps 

he’s just somebody who likes to make sure for himself. Whatever it is, he goes 

down in history as Doubting Thomas. 

So, a week later, Jesus returns and shows himself to Thomas complete with all the 

wounds from his crucifixion. Thomas’s response is suddenly transformed to “My 

Lord and my God!” As far as we know, none of the other disciples have accepted 

Jesus as God by this point so surely we shouldn’t be remembering Thomas as the 

one who doubts but rather as the one who declares his belief. 

I don’t know how many of you ever ask the question, what if we’ve got it all 

wrong? What if there’s nothing to this faith at all? It’s a question that I asked 

myself regularly during the early days of my ministry and to some extent 

tormented myself with it. What sort of a minister could I be if I spent time 

doubting what I was saying to people? The breakthrough came for me whilst 

hearing Jeff Lucas preach at Spring Harvest one year when he admitted to asking 

himself the same questions and having the same doubts as I had and wondering 

whether he was the only person who had them. He then went on to say that as 

soon as he looked at the evidence and the alternatives, his belief in God was 

quickly restored which was always the case with me. My reasoning, my 

experience all points to something far greater than this world can offer and the 

love and presence of God is far greater than just a warm, fuzzy feeling in my 

heart. I know that I couldn’t do many of the things that I do without the gifts that 

God undoubtedly gives me.  
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And one of the greatest of those gifts is the peace which only God can offer. I 

don’t know what the disciples thought when Jesus came into their midst and said, 

“Peace be with you!” Or what they thought when he breathed on them and said, 

“Receive the Holy Spirit.” We know that they were behind locked doors for fear of 

the Jewish leaders and that fear had not gone a week later when Jesus appeared 

to Thomas because the doors were still locked. Jesus wasn’t offering to remove 

the Jewish leaders from the disciples’ lives. That’s not how he works. He was 

offering them something so much greater, an inner peace and strength which can 

only come from God and, by the Holy Spirit, the gifts that they would need to 

stand up to all the challenges they would face in the months and years to come. 

Jesus tells Thomas that he is blessed because he has seen and believed but that 

those who have not seen and yet have believed will also be blessed. And that 

means you and me amongst a host of others. We are not called to a blind faith 

but to one that is tested by our experiences of life. Yet we can face those 

challenges secure in the knowledge that the Holy Spirit is with us and will give us 

the gifts and graces we need for all that lies ahead of us. And underlying it all, that 

peace which does pass all our human understanding. May we continue to know 

that peace in our hearts and minds as we seek to find and do the will of God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

StF 296 Christ has risen while earth slumbers 
 

Christ has risen while earth slumbers, 

Christ has risen where hope died, 

As he said and as he promised, 

As we doubted and denied. 

Let the moon embrace the blessing; 

Let the sun sustain the cheer; 

Let the world confirm the rumour. 

Christ is risen, God is here! 
 

Christ has risen for the people 

Whom he loved and died to save; 

Christ has risen for the women 

Bringing flowers to grace his grave. 

Christ has risen for disciples 

Huddled in an upstairs room. 

He whose word inspired creation 

Is not silenced by the tomb. 
 

Christ has risen to companion 

Former friends who fear the night, 

Sensing loss and limitation 

Where their faith had once burned bright. 

They bemoan what is no longer, 

They expect no hopeful sign 

Till Christ ends their conversation, 

Breaking bread and sharing wine. 
 

Christ has risen and forever 

Lives to challenge and to change 

All whose lives are messed or mangled, 

All who find religion strange. 

Christ is risen. Christ is present, 

Making us what he has been- 

Evidence of transformation 

In which God is known and seen. 
 
 

John L. Bell (1949-) and Graham Maule (1958-) 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

Eternal God 

We pray for those who do not know your peace. 

For those who cannot believe in you 

And for those who once believed 

But have drifted away from you. 

We pray for those struggling with their faith 

And for those who want to believe in you 

But find something blocking their way. 
 

We pray that the world might know your peace. 

In its areas of conflict and warfare 

And in the way we use and share your resources. 
 

We pray for those troubled in mind, body, and soul. 

For those who are sick and those who watch over them. 

For those anxious about their lives, 

Their families, their employment, their housing. 

For those who mourn the loss of loved ones. 
 

May they and we 

Know your love, hope, and peace. 

This day and always. Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

StF 313 Thine be the Glory 
 

Thine be the glory, 

Risen, conquering Son, 

Endless is the victory 

Thou o’er death hast won; 

Angels in bright raiment 

Rolled the stone away, 

Kept the folded grave-clothes 

Where thy body lay; 
 

Thine be the glory, 

Risen, conquering Son, 

Endless is the victory 

Thou o’er death hast won. 

 

Lo, Jesus meets us, 

Risen from the tomb; 

Lovingly he greets us, 

Scatters fear and gloom; 

Let the Church with gladness 

Hymns of triumph sing, 

For her Lord now liveth, 

Death has lost its sting: 

 

No more we doubt thee, 

Glorious Prince of Life; 

Life is naught without thee: 

Aid us in our strife; 

Make us more than conquerors 

Through thy deathless love; 

Bring us safe through Jordan 

To thy home above: 

 

Edmond Budry (1854-1932) 

Tr. Richard Birch Hoyle (1875-1939) 

 

Blessing 
 

May the peace of God 

Which passes all understanding, 

Keep our hearts and minds 

In the knowledge and love of God 

And of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; 

And the blessing of God, 

The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit 

Remain with us always. Amen 

 

 


