
 

 

SUNDAY APRIL 18TH 2021 – EASTER 3 

SERVICE FOR USE AT HOME 

Prepared by Rev’d Tony Parkinson 

 

Preparation: to make ready for prayers of intercession later, you 

might wish to find a recent newspaper, or look at today’s headline 

stories on the TV or internet news. 

Call to worship: 1 John 1.1 

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we 

have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands 

have touched – this we proclaim concerning the Word of life. 

 

Hymn STF 296, Christ has risen (tune Hyfrydol, 323ii) 

1 Christ has risen while earth slumbers,   

 Christ has risen where hope died,   

 as he said and as he promised,   

 as we doubted and denied.   

 Let the moon embrace the blessing;   

 let the sun sustain the cheer;   

 let the world confirm the rumour.   

 Christ is risen, God is here!   

 

2 Christ has risen for the people     

 whom he died to love and save;     

 Christ has risen for the women     

 bringing flowers to grace his grave     

 Christ has risen for disciples     

 huddled in an upstairs room.     

 He whose word inspired creation     

 can't be silenced by the tomb.  

 

 

 

3 Christ has risen to companion    

 former friends who fear the night,    

 sensing loss and limitation    

 where their faith had once burned bright.    

 They bemoan what is no longer,    

 they expect no hopeful sign    

 till Christ ends their conversation,    

 breaking bread and sharing wine.   

 

4 Christ has risen and forever     

 lives to challenge and to change     

 all whose lives are messed or mangled,     

 all who find religion strange.     

 Christ is risen. Christ is present     

 making us what he has been - 

 evidence of transformation     

 in which God is known and seen.  

 
John L Bell (born 1949) and Graham Maule (born 1958) 
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Prayers of adoration and confession, 

Praise and glory be to you, risen Christ; by conquering death you 

have taken away our guilt and opened the way to eternal life. 

Praise and glory to you. loving creator God; by raising Christ to life 

you have brought closer your purpose to reconcile all creation to 

yourself. 

Praise and glory be to you, Holy Spirit; through your power we can 

experience  God’s kingdom here and now, and can share its 

message of hope with all the world. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Praise and glory be to you, God, Father, Son and Spirit! 

But even as we give you praise, we know how far our own lives fall 

short of your glory. We fail to honour you in our lives as we should; 

we fail to love our neighbours as we should. Father, forgive us.... 

God says to each of us ‘You are my beloved child – receive my 

forgiveness, and return to me.’ 

Lord God, we thank you for your faithfulness and mercy; help us to 

live for you, to reflect your love to others, and to grow ever more 

like your Son our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen 

 

Reading: Luke 24.36b-48 (The Message) 

While they were saying all this, Jesus appeared to them and said, 

“Peace be with you.” They thought they were seeing a ghost and 

were scared half to death. He continued with them, “Don’t be upset, 

and don’t let all these doubting questions take over. Look at my 

hands; look at my feet—it’s really me. Touch me. Look me over from 

head to toe. A ghost doesn’t have muscle and bone like this.” As he 

said this, he showed them his hands and feet. They still couldn’t 

believe what they were seeing. It was too much; it seemed too good 

to be true. 

He asked, “Do you have any food here?” They gave him a piece of 

leftover fish they had cooked. He took it and ate it right before their 

eyes. 

Then he said, “Everything I told you while I was with you comes to 

this: All the things written about me in the Law of Moses, in the 

Prophets, and in the Psalms have to be fulfilled.” He went on to open 

their understanding of the Word of God, showing them how to read 

their Bibles this way. He said, “You can see now how it is written that 

the Messiah suffers, rises from the dead on the third day, and then a 

total life-change through the forgiveness of sins is proclaimed in his 

name to all nations—starting from here, from Jerusalem! You’re the 

first to hear and see it. You’re the witnesses.” 

Sermon 

Whenever one hears experts discussing the relative merits of 

different products, someone will talk about the USP of their special 

gadget. They are referring to the Unique Selling Point – the 

characteristic that sets it apart from all others, and makes everyone 

want to rush out and buy one. 

What is the USP of Christianity? Is it the character of Jesus himself? 

Is it the mystery of God in Trinity? Is it the promise of salvation and 

eternal life?  

Any of these might qualify – but to me the most important is the fact 

that our faith is neither purely spiritual and detached from ordinary 

life, nor based on myth and legend, but is rooted firmly in historical 

time and place. The incarnation of Jesus – his birth, life and death as 

a human being at a specific point in history – plants the kingdom of 

God firmly on earth and joins the spiritual to the material. Even after 

Jesus rose from death and was obviously super-human (to the extent 

that he didn’t need an open door to enter a room), yet he was still 

human enough to enjoy a fish supper. At this point and place, in a 

way which is almost comical because it is so ordinary, heaven meets 

earth – the divine breaks into the material, and God is revealed among 

his people. 

It is this ordinariness – this earthiness – which makes Christianity so 

special. It is as if the divinity of Christ is always just on the edge of our 

vision. His was an ordinary birth, and a dreadfully ordinary death; his 

resurrection was signalled just by an empty tomb (Matthew’s 

earthquake was not to let Jesus out but the women in). Even after 

Jesus’ final teaching, explaining the Jewish scriptures which foretold 

the Messiah’s death and resurrection, the disciples only gradually 

realised the truth; only after the ascension and Pentecost did they 

finally understand that in Jesus they had kept company with God 

himself – that heaven had come to earth. 

 

 



 

 

And that is the real Easter challenge for the church – for us. We are 

a community of faith, united in our worship of God, praying through 

Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit; but we are also the body of 

Christ, living and loving as Christ did to make God’s kingdom real in 

the ordinary life of the world. Our worship in church of the eternal and 

transcendent God may take us to the very gate of heaven; but it is 

only a means to an end, which is to empower us for God’s mission. 

We need to worship, just as an electric car needs a charging-point to 

keep going; but it is not the end in itself. The real work of the church, 

the work of kingdom-building, is in the here and now of the world. For 

it is when we are Jesus to those who need to experience his divine 

love and healing that Christ is shown to be alive; then God’s kingdom 

becomes real , fulfilling his will on earth as it is in heaven.  

 

Hymn STF 662 – Have you heard God’s voice? 

1. Have you heard God's voice; has your heart been stirred? 

Are you still prepared to follow? 

Have you made a choice to remain and serve,  

though the way be rough and narrow? 

    

    Will you walk the path that will cost you much  

    and embrace the pain and sorrow? 

    Will you trust in One who entrusts to you  

    the disciples of tomorrow? 

 

2. Will you use your voice; will you not sit down  

when the multitudes are silent? 

Will you make a choice to stand your ground  

when the crowds are turning violent? 

    Chorus 

 

 

3. In your city streets will you be God's heart?  

Will you listen to the voiceless? 

Will you stop and eat, and when friendships start, 

will you share your faith with the faithless? 

    Chorus 

 

4. Will you watch the news with the eyes of faith  

and believe it could be different? 

Will you share your views using words of grace? 

Will you leave a thoughtful imprint? 

    

    We will walk the path that will cost us much  

    and embrace the pain and sorrow. 

    We will trust in One who entrusts to us  

    the disciples of tomorrow. 
Jacqueline G. Jones 

Words and Music: www.spirituals.co.uk © 2008, OCP Publications Inc.  

Reproduced with permission under ONE LICENSE, #A-632861.All rights reserved.  

 

 

 

Intercessions 

Jesus offered his peace to his disciples: let us pray for peace in the 

world – remembering places and people who have been in the news 

recently. Let us pray that leaders of the nations will recognise the 

need for dialogue and cooperation in a world threatened by proxy 

wars and the effects of climate change. 

Let us pray for peace in this country, remembering places where 

there have been protests and disturbances. Let us pray that disputes 

can be managed through discussion and understanding rather than 

confrontation. 

Let us pray for peace and wholeness for those suffering from pain or 

in grief remembering people recently in the news, and those known 

and dear to us. Help us to provide care and compassion, support and 

encouragement, as we offer the love of Christ in difficult situations. 

 

 



 

 

Jesus told his disciples that they were his witnesses: let us pray for 

ourselves and for all Christians remembering places in the news 

where churches are under threat, and where churches are leading 

the way in social action. Let us pray that in our everyday lives we may 

be Christ to those whom we meet. 

We ask these prayers in the name of Christ, who taught us to pray 

Our Father in heaven, 

May your holy name be honoured; 

may your kingdom come; 

may your will be done in earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us today the food we need. 

Forgive us the wrongs we have done, 

as we forgive the wrongs that others have done to us. 

Do not bring us to hard testing, 

but keep us safe from the Evil One, 

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 

now and for ever. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hymn STF 297 – Christ is alive 

1 Christ is alive! Let Christians sing. 

 The cross stands empty to the sky. 

 Let streets and homes with praises ring. 

 Love, drowned in death, shall never die. 

 

2 Christ is alive! No longer bound 

 to distant years in Palestine, 

 but saving, healing, here and now, 

 and touching every place and time. 

 

3 In every insult, rift and war, 

 where colour, scorn or wealth divide, 

 Christ suffers still, yet loves the more, 

 and lives, where even hope has died. 

 

4 Women and men, in age and youth, 

 can feel the Spirit, hear the call, 

 and find the way, the life, the truth, 

 revealed in Jesus, freed for all. 

 

5 Christ is alive, and comes to bring 

 good news to this and every age, 

 till earth and sky and ocean ring 

 with joy, with justice, love and praise. 

 
Brian Wren (born 1936)  
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Blessing 

Let us go out, in the power of the Spirit,  

but rooted in this world, 

to live and work for God’s praise and glory; 

  and may the blessing of God, 

Father, Son and Spirit, 

be with us now and for ever. Amen 


