
Service at Home for 2nd May 2021 

Prepared by Rev Christine Coram 

Opening words: “This is how God showed his love among us: he sent his one 

and only Son into the world that we might live through him.” Let us thank and 

praise God for his love, forgiveness and power. 

 

Hymn – StF 94 

To God be the glory, great things he hath done: 

so loved he the world that he gave us his son, 

who yielded his life an atonement for sin, 

and opened the life-gate that all may go in. 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the earth hear his voice! 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the people rejoice! 

O come to the Father, through Jesus the Son, 

and give him the glory, great things he hath done. 

Oh, perfect redemption, the purchase of blood, 

to ev’ry believer the promise of God. 

And every offender who truly believes, 

that moment from Jesus a pardon receives.  

Great things he hath taught us, great things he hath done, 

and great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son, 

but purer, and higher, and greater will be 

our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see.  

 

Prayers 

O God, our parent and our maker we worship you for all you are – because you 

are love. 

We praise you for showing your love in so many ways – in the beauty of 

creation, in the love between people, and supremely through the life, death and 

resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ. 

We thank and praise you that he obediently loved and served you through the 

people he met. We thank and praise you for his example of humble care and the 

way he defied convention to lift the least in his society. 

We thank you that through him we can know you and live in a loving relationship 

with you. 

We thank and praise you for his willingness to suffer and die so that we can live. 

We thank and praise you that in his resurrection and in his name you offer us 

forgiveness, hope, peace and love. 

[Pause to reflect on and pray this last sentence again] 

We offer you our love – though poor in comparison – rejoicing that you want and 

accept our love. 

We pray in the name of Jesus Christ your Son. Amen. 



Reading - 1 John 4:7-21 

7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who 

loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not 
know God, because God is love. 9 This is how God showed his love among us: he 

sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. 10 This 
is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an 
atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also 

ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one 
another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us. 

13 This is how we know that we live in him and he in us: he has given us of his 

Spirit. 14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the 
Saviour of the world. 15 If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, 
God lives in them and they in God. 16 And so we know and rely on the love God 

has for us. 

God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them. 17 This is how 
love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of 

judgment: in this world we are like Jesus. 18 There is no fear in love. But perfect 
love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears 

is not made perfect in love. 

19 We love because he first loved us. 20 Whoever claims to love God yet hates a 
brother or sister is a liar. For whoever does not love their brother and sister, 
whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen. 21 And he 

has given us this command: anyone who loves God must also love their brother 
and sister. 

 

Message 

John wrote his letters to address the heresy that was spreading through the 

church or churches to whom he wrote. One of the main heresy was to do with 
the real existence of a fully human Christ. A group who believed that all earthly 

things were evil were trying to convince the church that Jesus only seemed to be 
human, that he didn’t die and that there can be no bodily resurrection. They also 
considered themselves above the other church members, believing that they had 

a superior understanding and acting as if they were superior in every way. 

So, John writes about love. God loves us – and the first indication of being loved 
by God is for this love to be reflected in and through us. 

God created the universe in love. God created people in love – and sought a 

loving relationship with them throughout history. And in the supreme act of love, 
God came to us in Jesus as a human being and experienced human suffering and 

died in order to offer to those who respond to that love, life that is forever in a 
renewed world. And at the centre of our faith – and we’ve perhaps become more 
aware of this since lockdown began – is the concept we celebrate at 

Communion, that Jesus’ body was broken, and his blood shed for us. If Jesus 
was not really human, what does that mean? Nothing. 

How was Jesus both fully human and fully God? That’s something we have to 

take on faith until we are renewed with all creation. But it is central to our 
understanding of God’s love. 



We become recipients of the act of salvation by committing our lives to God and 

living for God and following the self-giving and humble example of God the Son 
– Jesus Christ. We must learn to love God with our whole hearts. 

Think of someone you love (or loved) deeply. How does / did that love change 

your life (your love for them rather than their live for you)? What would you do 
for that person? What would you give for them? How did they shape you over 

the years? 

How does your love for God influence your life? 

Pause for a moment and offer these thoughts to God. Ask God to increase your 
love – ask that love for God may be the biggest influence in your life. 

Read the passage again and then count the number of times the word ‘love’ is 

used. (Hint – there are more ‘loves’ than verses!) What does this tell you about 
John’s understanding of God? The passage is not just a celebration of God’s love, 
but an instruction to us to imitate that love in our lives. 

Belief is all very well, but it’s just an intellectual exercise unless what we believe 

affects our behaviour. I could say that I was a passionate supporter of a political 
party – but if I can’t be bothered to go and vote, what does that say about my 

political beliefs?  

If someone was going to describe your week, how many times would they use 
the word ‘love’? A telling challenge would be to keep a journal in the week ahead 

and note every word, thought or action that could be described by the word 
‘love’. Or to metaphorically live this week with a mirror to your face and count 
the times that love is written in your expression. 

We all need love – and God offers it in spades. But sometimes people need an 

earthly expression of love, too. Will we give it? A smile, a kind word, a word of 
encouragement, practical help, a phone call, our prayers? 

Offer all of this to God in prayer… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Prayer 

Remember those times in the past week when you have given a look or a word 

that was less than loving. 

Ask God to forgive you. 

Spend a moment bringing to mind some of the people you know who you might 
smile at or speak to this week. 

Ask God to help you to show love more completely. 

 

Hymn – StF 516 

WHAT shall I do my God to love, 
My Saviour, and the world's, to 
praise? 

Whose tenderest compassion move 
To me, and all the fallen race, 

Whose mercy is divinely free 
For all the fallen race, and me! 

I long to know, and to make known, 
The heights and depths of love 

divine, 
The kindness thou to me hast 

shown, 
Whose every sin was counted thine: 
My God for me resigned his breath! 

He died to save my soul from death! 

How shall I thank thee for the grace 
On me and all the world bestowed? 
O that my every breath were praise! 

O that my heart were filled with God! 
My heart would then with love 

o'erflow, 
And all my life thy glory show. 

 

 

 

 

Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 

 

Prayers of intercession  

Pray the following prayer slowly, pausing to lift to God those who come to mind 

To all those in need of love: let the love of God be known. 

To a world in need of love: let the love of God be shown. 

To those in need of food: let the love of God be shared. 

By those in need of healing: let the love of God be experienced. 

By those in need of peace: let the love of God be felt. 

By those in need of hope: let the love of God be seen. 

To those in need of joy: let the love of God be sung. 

By those in need of justice: let the love of God be heard. 

By all those in need of love: let the love of God be known. 

Amen. 

Pray the Lord’s Prayer in a version that means most to you. 

 

 

 

 



Hymn - StF 73 

Fill thou my life, O Lord my God, 

in every part with praise, 

that my whole being may proclaim 

thy being and thy ways. 

 

Not for the lip of praise alone, 

nor e'en the praising heart 

I ask, but for a life made up 

of praise in every part! 

 

Praise in the common things of life, 

its goings our and in; 

praise in each duty and deed, 

however small and mean. 

 

 

Fill every part of me with praise; 

let all my being speak 

of thee and of thy love, O Lord, 

poor though I be, and weak. 

 

So shalt thou, gracious  Lord, from me 

receive the glory due; 

and so shall I begin on earth 

the song forever new. 

 

So shall no part of day or night 

from sacredness be free; 

but all my life, in every step 

be fellowship with thee. 

Horatius N. Bonar (1808-1889

 

Blessing 

Let us walk in God’s love, in the knowledge that we are surrounded by God’ 

care, in the peace of forgiveness, and the joy of eternal hope. 

The Lord bless you 

and keep you; 

the Lord make his face shine on you 

and be gracious to you; 

the Lord turn his face toward you 

and give you peace. Amen 


