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ADVENT SUNDAY – 29th November 2020 

Later in this service our prayers will focus on hope for the world; as a symbol 

of our hope, you might like to give yourself something to look at – perhaps a 

cross or a lighted candle. 

Psalm 57:8-11  
Awake, my soul! Awake, harp and lyre! I will awaken the dawn. 
I will praise you, O Lord, among the nations; I will sing of you among the 
 peoples. 
For great is your love, reaching to the heavens: your faithfulness reaches to 
 the skies. 
Be exalted, O God, above the heavens; let your glory be over all the earth. 
 
 
 

 
 
Hymn – Hymns & Psalms 632 
1 Awake, my soul, and with the sun 
 thy daily stage of duty run; 
 shake off dull sloth, and joyful rise 
 to pay thy morning sacrifice. 
 
2 Redeem thy mis-spent moments past, 
 and live this day as if thy last; 
 improve thy talent with due care; 
 for the great day thyself prepare. 
 
3 Let all thy converse be sincere, 
 thy conscience as the noon-day clear; 
 think how all-seeing God thy ways 
 and all thy secret thoughts surveys. 
 
4 Wake, and lift up thyself, my heart, 
 and with the angels bear thy part, 
 who all night long unwearied sing 
 high praise to the eternal King. 
5 Direct, control, suggest this day 
 all I design, or do, or say; 
 that all my powers, with all their might, 
 in thy sole glory may unite. 
 
6 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, 
 praise him, all creatures here below, 
 praise him above, ye heavenly host, 
 praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 

Thomas Ken (1637-1711) 
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Prayers 

We praise you, O God, we acknowledge you to be the Lord – Lord over all of 

our lives.  

We worship you – three persons, yet one God – mysterious, majestic, 

amazing. 

Our minds cannot fully take in just how awesome you are, 

but we meet with you in faith,  

longing to grow closer to you with each day, with each hour, with each 

breath, 

until the day when we meet with you face to face, 

and see and know you as you really are. 
 

Your love reaches out to us, drawing us,  

helping us as we struggle with the demands of daily life. 

Too often we get caught up in the problems of our world 

and forget to stop and pray for its people. 

Too readily we get on with our own life, 

forgetting to ask what you would have us do. 

Too easily we get caught up in being busy, 

finding it difficult to stop and just be. 

So we pause ... 

and confess that we have allowed ourselves to be drawn from your best for 

us over this past week ... 
 

and we are sorry. 
 

God’s love for us is amazing and unchanging. 

He reaches out to each one and says: 

‘My child, your sins are forgiven.’  
 

So let us ‘joyful rise’, to live this day as if our last, and ‘unwearied sing’ a song 

of worship and praise to Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

 

Song - Bless the Lord O my soul 

Chorus:  Bless the Lord, O my soul, O my soul, 

   worship his holy name. 

   Sing like never before, O my soul. 

   I’ll worship your holy name. 

 

The sun comes up, it’s a new day dawning; 

it’s time to sing your song again. 

Whatever may pass, and whatever lies before me, 

let me be singing when the evening comes. 

Chorus 
 

You’re rich in love and you’re slow to anger. 

Your name is great and your heart is kind. 

For all your goodness, I will keep on singing; 

ten thousand reasons for my heart to find. 

Chorus 
 

And on that day when my strength is failing, 

the end draws near, and my time has come; 

still my soul will sing your praise unending: 

Ten thousand years and then forevermore! 

Chorus:  Bless the Lord, O my soul, O my soul, 

   worship his holy name. 

   Sing like never before, O my soul. 

   I’ll worship your holy name. 

   I’ll worship your holy name. 

   Yes, I’ll worship your holy name. 
 

Jonas Myrin & Matt Redman ©2011 Thankyou Music/Atlas Mountain Songs  

Used by permission CCL 61615 
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Reading – Mark 13:24-37 

In those days, following that distress, 

‘“the sun will be darkened, 

    and the moon will not give its light; 
  the stars will fall from the sky, 

    and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.” 
 

 ‘At that time people will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great 

power and glory.  And he will send his angels and gather his elect from the 

four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of the heavens. 
 ‘Now learn this lesson from the fig-tree: as soon as its twigs get tender and 

its leaves come out, you know that summer is near.  Even so, when you see 

these things happening, you know that it is near, right at the door.  Truly I tell 

you, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have 

happened.  Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass 

away. 
 

 ‘But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, 

nor the Son, but only the Father.  Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know 

when that time will come.  It’s like a man going away: he leaves his house and 

puts his servants in charge, each with their assigned task, and tells the one at 

the door to keep watch. 
 ‘Therefore keep watch because you do not know when the owner of the 

house will come back – whether in the evening, or at midnight, or when the 

cock crows, or at dawn.  If he comes suddenly, do not let him find you 

sleeping.  What I say to you, I say to everyone: “Watch!”’ 
 

 

 

 

 

Sermon 

When our children were young, our holidays often consisted of visits to 

grandparents – a journey of about 250 miles by car. We could guarantee that 

after about an hour, there would be a chorus from the back seat of ‘Are we 

nearly there yet?’ Some hope!  

That is probably what we are all thinking about the Covid crisis – how soon 

will it be over? We long for change – perhaps for a return to the way things 

were before, or for a vaccine - or maybe just for enough relaxation of 

restrictions that we can meet and mingle with family and friends again. But 

this is in an indeterminate future, and all we can do is hold onto hope. 

A similar hope is central to the meaning of Advent, which starts today – the 

longing for things to change, for God to fulfil his promises. Today’s lectionary 

readings focus on how things are, but also how they might be. Isaiah (64.1-9) 

laments that God seems to have forgotten his people; the psalmist (80.1-7, 

17-19) asks ‘how long’ until God will act. Their hope for God’s eternal reign 

was based on their trust in his faithfulness shown long ago, but for now all 

they could do was wait, in the meaninglessness of exile in Babylon or (in the 

time of Jesus) of living under Roman rule. Life had become like the ‘holding 

pattern’ of an aircraft waiting for permission to land – only the controller at 

the airport knows when that will happen, and why he has sent them into this 

particular flight-pattern, while the passengers can see no point in their 

seemingly endless circling. 

Our Christian hope has a different starting point, since we believe that in the 

incarnation God’s promise found fulfilment; the Messiah came to earth and 

the kingdom of God was revealed to those who believed in Jesus. But Advent 

points us further, as we look forward in hope to the return of Jesus to bring 

that kingdom to its perfect completion. The early church expected Jesus to 

come back imminently, so Paul (1 Cor.1.3-9) has to tell his readers to be 

patient and wait. They were tempted to try to calculate when that might be 
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(as we are with the anticipated arrival of a Covid vaccine); Jesus himself 

warned his disciples (Mark 13.32-37) that God alone knows the timetable. 

Life may be hard and waiting a trial, but the promise of God for the return of 

the Messiah is unshakeable and certain. We too can trust God on the basis of 

what he has done.  

But waiting should not be an excuse for doing nothing. We know that from 

our experience of lock-down – we can either become couch-potatoes and 

just sit around (which, amazingly, the German government seems to be 

recommending!), or we can do something valuable, like finishing that long-

overdue project for which there was never enough time. Jesus is very clear – 

since we don’t know when his Second Coming will take place, we should be 

ready for it at any time. That means maintaining and growing our faith, 

following the path of discipleship – and beginning now, for even tomorrow 

might be too late. It may feel difficult in the odd situation in which we find 

ourselves – but we can still read our bibles, pray, join in worship in new ways, 

and care for other people using different means than we have been used to. 

In that way, even though our buildings are closed and we can’t meet 

physically, we can still build up the body of Christ and work for God’s glory. 

And so we will be ready for the day when our hopes are fulfilled, whether it 

comes very soon or is a long way off - that day when real life as God intends 

will begin, and hope will be swallowed up in certainty. 

Intercessions 

If you have a cross or a candle, this is the moment to focus on it. 

On this first Sunday in Advent, let us pray for a world which is both hopeless 

and hopeful. 

Loving God, we pray for people for whom hope is in short supply;  
for those fleeing conflict in the Middle East and North Africa –  
for refugees and asylum seekers trapped in camps with nowhere to go –  

for those whose jobs are at risk or have already disappeared because of 
Covid 19.  
Help us to find ways to offer hope, through material assistance or personal 
support. 
 
Loving God, we pray for those who try to remain hopeful –  
for families finding ways of keeping contact –  
for carers and medical professionals keeping services running –  
for people who find new outlets for creativity, or previously unnoticed 
beauty in the world around.  
Help them to inspire others to find something positive in their situations. 
 
Loving God, we pray for those who offer hope –  
for medical researchers working on vaccines –  
for politicians, trying to balance aspiration for the future with reality now. 

May they be honest in their assessments of what is possible without crushing 

hope for a good outcome.  

Loving God, we pray for the church and for all Christians,  
that we may offer a greater hope to the world around us.  
As we demonstrate that we can be a church without walls,  
loving and caring for those in need,  
may we welcome all who are seeking friendship, fellowship and faith,  
and share with them our hope of salvation. 
 
Loving God, we pray for those for whom we have a particular concern –  
our families and friends, our church fellowship, those who are sick, lonely or 
anxious.  
As we look forward to the return of Christ, may we never stop offering God’s 
love to those in need,  
so that all may find strength for the present. and real hope for the future. 
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We ask these prayers in the name of our Lord Jesus, who taught us to pray  

Our Father in heaven, 
May your holy name be honoured; 
may your kingdom come; 
may your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today the food we need. 
Forgive us the wrongs we have done, 
as we forgive the wrongs that others have done to us. 
Do not bring us to hard testing, 
 but keep us safe from the Evil One. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever. Amen  
 

 

Hymn – Hymns & Psalms 241 

1 Lo, he comes with clouds descending, 
 Once for favoured sinners slain; 
 Thousand thousand saints attending 
 Swell the triumph of his train: 
  Alleluia! 
 God appears on earth to reign. 
 
2 Every eye shall now behold him 
 Robed in dreadful majesty; 
 Those who set at naught and sold him, 
 Pierced and nailed him to the tree, 
  Deeply wailing, 
 Shall the true Messiah see. 
 
 
 
 

3 Those dear tokens of his passion 
 Still his dazzling body bears; 
 Cause of endless exultation 
 To his ransomed worshippers: 
  With what rapture 
 Gaze we on those glorious scars. 
 
4 Yea, amen, let all adore thee, 
 High on thine eternal throne; 
 Saviour, take the power and glory, 
 Claim the kingdom for thine own: 
  Come, Lord Jesus! 
 Everlasting God, come down! 
 

Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 

 
Blessing 
We began this day with God. 
We will end this day with God. 
Tomorrow and tomorrow, 
as we hope for Christ’s coming, 
we will know God’s presence is with us in all that we do. 
We go out into the world with God’s blessing 
now and always. Amen 
 
 
              


