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If you are comfortable to do so, close your eyes and ask God to make you aware of him 

in the room… 

Bring to mind one thing that you know about God, sum this up in a word or phrase and 

slowly repeat it… 

Now read or sing the words of this wonderful hymn… 

 

HYMN - Immortal invisible, God only wise 

Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 

In light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 

Most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 

Almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise. 

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 

Nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might; 

Thy justice like mountains high soaring above 

Thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love. 

To all life Thou givest, to both great and small; 

In all life Thou livest, the true life of all; 

We blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree, 

And wither and perish, but nought changeth Thee. 

Great Father of Glory, pure Father of Light 

Thine angels adore Thee, all veiling their sight; 

All laud we would render, O help us to see: 

’Tis only the splendor of light hideth Thee. 

Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 

In light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 

Most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 

Almighty, victorious, Thy great name we praise. 

 

Walter Chalmers Smith (1824-1908) 

PRAYERS 

Oh God, our unseen yet ever-present creator, the giver of all life and the power we 

cannot even begin to understand, we praise you. 

Pause 

Oh God, pure and holy, our just and all-seeing judge, yet gracious in forgiveness, we 

worship you. 

Pause 

Oh God, source of all goodness and love, our saviour and shepherd to your sheep, we 

love you. 

Pause 

We offer you this time of worship in response to all you give to us in and through the 

name of Jesus. Amen 

https://www.hymnal.net/en/search/all/author/Walter+Chalmers+Smith?t=h&n=14
https://www.hymnal.net/en/search/all/author/Walter+Chalmers+Smith?t=h&n=14


READING - Ezekiel 34:11-16 & 20-24 

11 ‘“For this is what the Sovereign LORD says: I myself will search for my sheep and look 

after them. 12 As a shepherd looks after his scattered flock when he is with them, so will 

I look after my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places where they were scattered 

on a day of clouds and darkness. 13 I will bring them out from the nations and gather 

them from the countries, and I will bring them into their own land. I will pasture them on 

the mountains of Israel, in the ravines and in all the settlements in the land. 14 I will tend 

them in a good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel will be their grazing land. 

There they will lie down in good grazing land, and there they will feed in a rich pasture 

on the mountains of Israel. 15 I myself will tend my sheep and make them lie down, 

declares the Sovereign LORD. 16 I will search for the lost and bring back the strays. I will 

bind up the injured and strengthen the weak, but the sleek and the strong I will destroy. 

I will shepherd the flock with justice. 

20 ‘“Therefore this is what the Sovereign LORD says to them: see, I myself will judge 

between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. 21 Because you shove with flank and 

shoulder, butting all the weak sheep with your horns until you have driven them 

away, 22 I will save my flock, and they will no longer be plundered. I will judge between 

one sheep and another. 23 I will place over them one shepherd, my servant David, and 

he will tend them; he will tend them and be their shepherd. 24 I the LORD will be their 

God, and my servant David will be prince among them. I the LORD have spoken. 

REFLECTION 

Read this sentence and try to visualise the meaning: “If we want to get ahead we'll 

have to iron out the remaining bottlenecks”. Is your head spinning? The sentence is 

an example of mixed metaphors.  

A dictionary definition of a metaphor is: “a figure of speech in which a word or phrase 

literally denoting one kind of object or idea is used in place of another to suggest a 

likeness or analogy between them.” 

Mixing metaphors gives mixed messages and results in confusion!  

In the passage from Ezekiel, he is using sheep and shepherds as a metaphor for God’s 

people – he uses it consistently – but although the metaphor remains the same, his 

meaning switches between God’s people who are scattered, to enemies within God’s 

people. He begins by talking as if God is the shepherd and ends with David as shepherd. 

It’s all a bit confusing! And so, I want focus on the second half of the passage where God 

through Ezekiel is accusing some of the Israelites who hold power over others of being 

bullies and of treating their weaker brothers and sisters with an appalling lack of care. 

Using the sheep metaphor, he accuses them of shoving and butting their way to 

dominance at the expense of others. 

We’ve all seen it - would-be leaders in different walks of life bolstering their power-base 

and trampling the poor or the less advantaged under their feet (is that a mixed 

metaphor?!) It would be nice to think it never happened in churches – but many of us 

can testify that sadly, it does. 

Ezekiel tells us that God has been patient long enough and is now prepared to bring the 

culprits to book. The riches of God are not for the few, but for all. The wealth of the 

Kingdom is spread equally among God’s subjects. God’s love is for all, but it cannot be 

grabbed at and held selfishly. It doesn’t work that way. 

Those of us who know God in Jesus in our lives are rich because we have God’s 

forgiveness and comfort and support. But we are not to hold on to it and guard it, 

locking it away from others who need it. We cannot consciously or unconsciously shove 

and butt others out of the way, trying to maintain what we see as ours. 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/figure%20of%20speech
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/analogy


When we have found God’s love, we are called to give it away. It is only in offering to 

others that we know the full benefit of it! 

Here’s another metaphor. God’s love flows into us and fills us like rainwater in an open 

vessel. It’s wonderful and fresh – a joy. But if it remains in the vessel it will stagnate and 

become stinky and unpleasant. If, however, the vessel has holes in the bottom, the 

water will run through it, perhaps being diverted to water a garden or fill another vessel. 

It becomes a conduit for clean water. You and I need to be conduits of God’s love – not 

manky, stale buckets. We need to let God’s love flow out of us as well as into us.  

Returning to the sheep for a moment, God shows (and always has shown) special care to 

the weakest and most vulnerable. In the parable of the sheep and the goats in Matthews 

Gospel (Matt 25:31-46) we read about the King’s response to those who didn’t bother to 

show care to the weak and needy. It’s not positive!  

The caring and uncaring – the self-givers and the selfish are sorted by the King – like the 

‘Sorting Hat’ at Hogwarts in the Harry Potter books.  

James in his letter to the scattered people of God, declares that our behaviour comes 

from our inner beliefs. In chapter 2 verse 18 he writes: 

…someone will say, ‘You have faith; I have deeds.’ Show me your faith without 

deeds, and I will show you my faith by my deeds. 

If God’s love flows through us, our faith and our deeds will flow from the same place. If 

we are allowing God to refresh us through faith, we will then bring the cleansing, life-

giving grace of God to others. We will not be like the fat sheep of Ezekiel’s prophesy, 

shoving and butting, in an effort to get more for ourselves. 

The people are told that David will be their shepherd. Our shepherd is the descendant of 

David – Jesus the good shepherd who gives us a perfect example of self-giving care 

through his death for us on the cross.  

May we never grow into fat sheep who are self-serving bullies, but give compassion, love 

and care to those who are in most need. Amen. 

HYMN – based on the prayer of St Francis 

Make me a channel of your peace. 

Where there is hatred let me bring your love; 

Where there is injury your pardon, Lord; 

And where there's doubt true faith in you.  

 

Oh, Master grant that I may never seek 

So much to be consoled as to console; 

To be understood as to understand; 

To be loved as to love with all my soul. 

 

Make me a channel of your peace. 

Where there's despair in life let me bring hope; 

Where there is darkness, only light; 

And where there's sadness, ever joy. 

 



Oh, Master grant that I may never seek 

So much to be consoled as to console; 

To be understood as to understand; 

To be loved as to love with all my soul. 

 

Make me a channel of your peace. 

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 

In giving to all men that we receive; 

And in dying that we're born to eternal life. 

(Sebastian Temple 1928-1997) 

PRAYERS 

We know only too well, Lord God, that there are people we have not helped – those who 

are weaker and less advantaged.  

Forgive us for hiding your love from those who need you. 

Forgive us if we have allowed our sense of guilt to prevent us doing what we could. 

Forgive us if we have failed to see you in the faces of those in need, and thought that 

some were not worthy of our attention and help. 

Forgive us if we have failed to recognise our complicity in the circumstances that hurt 

and damage others. 

As we are loved and cared for by you, help us to love and care for one another, to take 

delight in the responsibility you share with us, and to find joy in every act of service as 

we find ourselves ministering to Christ himself. Amen. 

 

In invite you now to pray for those you are aware of who are 

• suffering with their physical health  

• struggling with poor mental health 

• sinking into dept  

• hungry and fear not being able to feed their families 

• displaced from their homes 

• feeling unloved, ignored or unforgiven – not knowing that God is weeping with 

them and longing for them to turn to him 

Ask God to help and comfort them – and ask God how you can be part of the answer to 

your prayers. 

Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever. 

Amen. 



 

HYMN – May the mind of Christ my Saviour 

May the mind of Christ, my Saviour,  

live in me from day to day,  

by his love and power controlling  

all I do and say.  

May the Word of God dwell richly  

in my heart from hour to hour,  

so that all may see I triumph  

only through his power.  

May the peace of God my Father  

rule my life in everything,  

that I may be calm to comfort  

sick and sorrowing.  

May the love of Jesus fill me  

as the waters fill the sea;  

him exalting, self forgetting:  

this is victory.  

May I run the race before me, 

strong and brave to face the foe, 

looking only unto Jesus 

as I onward go. 

May his beauty rest upon me 

as I seek the lost to win, 

and may they forget the channel, 

seeing only him. 

Kate Barclay Wilkinson (1859-1928) 

 

BLESSING 

Let’s live to allow God’s love to fill us and flow through us so that we are conduits, 

sharing it wherever we go. 

The blessing of God our maker, God our shepherd, God our helper be with us today and 

every day. 

Amen 

 

 


