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If only …  
Sermon for Sunday 29th March 2020 by Jane Castle 
Lent 5 readings:  Ezekiel 37.1-14; Psalm 130; John 11.1-45 

 
Lazarus was called by name, by Jesus, and raised to a new life which is distinctively different, raised indeed from 

death to life, it is well worth a repeat.   Why did Jesus wait, even though he was distressed and would know that his 

friends Mary and Martha would also be crying, and saying, ‘If only…’ 

I think we all can relate to this time of praying for new life, as we live through these times of social distancing but 

that does not stop in anyway our relationship with Jesus.  Just as death did not affect Lazarus’s friendship with Jesus.    

No barriers at all.    We have time like we’ve never had before to rest and wait in hope and from the Christians 

perspective and knowledge the love of God is truly a resting in the eternal promises.   God is with us, he listens and 

responds, he is known as a shield a refuge and a stronghold for those who love him.  What a gospel reading to have 

for this week.   John 11 v 1 – 45.   

You just hear Jesus saying, ‘I am the life, the way and truth.’  There is none other who is so willing to open wide His 

arms on a cross of crucifixion to take on the sins of the whole world.  None other pure and spotless to do so, Jesus 

alone fulfilling the promise of a sent Messiah to save the whole world. 

Jesus does not arrive too late but on time to the very day and hour.   

The setting of the Old Testament reading from Ezekiel 37 v 1 – 14 has the glorious vision of a valley of dry bones.  It 

was given when the nation of Israel was at its lowest point, having been exiled in Babylon by the Lord through their 

constant disobedience to his word.   How would they hear a word from the Lord but from a prophet to whom God 

had given an extraordinary vision of great encouragement and promise.   As we reread this vision listen very 

carefully to the noise, a very loud noise as the bones join together and the tendons and ligaments regrow so that 

there is a standing up of new life.  It is not a whimper and a quiet soothing voice but a loud command that resonated 

throughout time from the beginning of God speaking out creation and from which life comes forth each day.    It is 

seen as a restoration act of God, bringing forth a rebirth after exile and journeying back to the land of promise of 

flowing milk and honey.    

Surely great encouragement for us today as we continue daily in prayer and study of God’s life giving word.  

Restoration after confinement in a way of life that had been so different from any time before – exile.  

It was as if Mary and Martha sensed something very different in their own ways, but still it had to be said out loud, 

‘If only you had been here!’    Was the sensing, the discernment of spirit to do with the priestly ministry of Jesus?   

The repeating of resurrection power of God through His mighty work of grace and mercy and His constancy, 

faithfulness repeated throughout history with such a turning point at the resurrection of the first born, His Son.   For 

we will soon be sharing once more that greatest act of restoration 3 days after Good Friday’s atonement moment, 

the glorious, earth shattering Easter resurrection.  

When again we hear and see the effect of the same words and picture - Take off the grave clothes and Mary, Martha 

and friends did take them off Lazarus and they did  and they also came off Jesus as he rose from the stone cold 

tomb, just as the high priest once a year had to take them off and leave them folded in the tent of meeting, the 

tabernacle.  Leviticus 16 v 23 

Spiritually we can contemplate this taking off things that do not bring us life, by seeking forgiveness and repentance 

and laying them at the foot of the cross and rising to a new life of action, compassion and love in God.  
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How can we respond this coming week…. Praise the Lord for His faith fullness is great … words from Psalm 130 … 

5 I wait for the LORD, my whole being waits, 

    and in his word I put my hope. 
6 I wait for the Lord 

    more than watchmen wait for the morning, 

 

Stay close to the Lord, read his word, think on it and pray it through. 

    for with the LORD is unfailing love 

    and with him is full redemption. 

 

 May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face shine on us—[b] 

2 so that your ways may be known on earth,  your salvation among all nations. 

3 May the peoples praise you, God; may all the peoples praise you.  Psalm 67. 
 

In the name of Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+67&version=NIV#fen-NIV-14895b

